
On the 40th day after Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph take him to the 
temple. They go to obey  purification and dedication rituals that were 
customary for the Israelites. When they arrive, they discover that there is more 
going on than they could have anticipated.  In the temple they encounter 
Simeon and Anna who have insight that this baby is no ordinary baby, but a 
unique gift of God.

Watch this week’s summary message from  
Pastor Mike at http://luke.christchurchil.org/resources. (Videos 
will be live on Sunday afternoon.)

 
With the Group

Leaning | Beginning to connect  
with the topic
What is something you remember not appreciating until 
some later insight brought greater clarity?  Has there been a 
progression of “aha” moments for you as it relates to Jesus?  
Any that have come recently?

Learning | Getting clear on  
What was taught                                                                   
What are the differences between the civil, ceremonial and 
moral law? As Christians, which part did Mike say is still 
significant today?

              Why was the temple so meaningful to the Jews? How has this        
                             changed with Christ’s arrival? How did this change even more  
                             after Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension?
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An investigation into the life, work,
teaching and claims of Jesus Christ

Loving | Growing our heart for a  
loving God                                                                                
What was the most helpful or inspirational part of the sermon 
for you?                                                                                                          

Read the 4 songs in Luke 1 and 2. Luke 1:47-55; Luke 1:67-79; Luke  
                             2:14; Luke 2:29-32. List some of the things that Mary, Zechariah,  
                             the Angels and Simeon love about God? Which means most to  
                             you?

Living | Starting to live like  
Jesus daily                                                                                        
Mike shared that Mary and Joseph were obedient to the law.  
He also shared that civil and ceremonial aspects of the law 
were no longer binding.  Should a Christian live according to 
certain rules for behavior and practice? Where do these rules              

                             come from?

                             What practices and behaviors do you imagine were a part of                        
                             Simeon and Anna’s lives to allow them to participate in such an     
                             amazing day at the temple?

On Your Own
Practice
Read any chapter from the Old Testament, and the New 
Testament, and a Psalm and see if you can record more than 10 
reasons to celebrate and trust God in your life.

Prayer                                                                                                   
Father I thank you that you are a God that is faithful to your 
promises – even the ones for which we have to wait patiently.  I 
thank you that you even do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine.  Please help me to trust in your good and perfect 
plan even when I find myself waiting a long time to see you act. 

Sign up to receive these Weekly Study Guides  
via email at http://luke.christchurchil.org/resources.


